THE ABLATIVE

The Ablative Case is characterized by three broad uses: 1) Separation (from); 2)
Instrumentality or Means (by, with); 3) Locality (at or in a place or time).!

I. Separative Ablative (ablativus separativus)

A. Ablative with Separative Prepositions, Verbs and Adjectives.

1. The ablative is used with separative prepositions @, ab (abs), de, ex, sine.
« Ab or a to denote personal agent in the passive voice (from whom or which the action
proceeds): ab elephantis obtriti, trampled by elephants. (C . LE.2)
« But the ablative of means (always without a preposition) is used to denote the instru-
ment by which an action is performed: Marcus gladié interfectus est. (Cf. IL.A.1)
» Ab, a or ex to express point of view from which: d tergo, from the rear; d latere, from the
side; ex hdc parte, on this side.
« De or ex to show condition or situation from which: ex vinculis causam dicere, to plead
a cause in chains; fiéri dé rhétore consul, to become consul from professor.
« Ex to show material of which a thing is made: pocula ex auré, cups of (= made from)
gold. (The preposition in this use is freely omitted by poets).
» The ablative is always used with céram, palam, prae, and pro. The original idea was
one of separation: coram, in the presence of, pro, in front of, etc.
2. Verbs meaning “keep away from, free from, deprive, lack,” etc. take the

ablative. The preposition (if used) is ab, de, or ex.
. A preposition is typically used with verbs of literal separation. But if the verb itself
contains a separative preposition (ab, dé, or ex), the preposition is often omitted:
ab urbe proficisci, to set out from the city
castris égressi or é castris égressi, going out of the camp
» The preposition is regularly omitted with verbs of figurative separation only:
magistrati sé abdicavit, he abdicated his office (literally: ” . .. himself from .. .")
proelic supersedére, to refrain from battle
3. Adjectives of separation denoting “freedom from” or “want of” take the
ablative, with or without ab.
. In Cicero, these adjectives are liber, free; pirus, pure; nidus, stripped; orbus, bereft;
vacuus, empty.
« In later poetry and prose, these adjectives may take the genitive, in analogy to adjectives
with the objective genitive.

B. Ablative with Verbs and Adjectives of Difference or Aversion

Verbs and adjectives of difference or aversion take the ablative with ab.
ab eo dissentio, 1 disagree with him
abhorret a meis moribus, it is foreign to my ways

Aliénus may take or omit the preposition: aliénum dignitdte imperi.
Aliénus may also take a genitive or dative.

Late writers freely employ the dative with these verbs.

No system has fully categorized the wide variety of uses of the ablative. This system is adopted from Greenough’s
New Latin Grammar, with borrowings from Hale & Buck’s A Latin Grammar and Bradley’s revision of Arnold’s
Latin Prose Composition.



3. Certain ablatives of comparison are used for brevity in place of clauses:
opinione, spé, solito, dicto, aequo, credibili, iusto, exspectatione, necessario
celerius opinioni, sooner than expected
sérius spe omnium, later than all hoped.
amnis solito citatior, a stream swifter than usual
gravius aequé, more seriously than was right
longius necessdrio, farther than was necessary

I1. Instrumental Ablative (ablativus instrumentalis)

A. Ablative of Means

1. The ablative of means denotes the means or instrument of an action.
meis laboribus rem piblicam liberavi, by my toils I have saved the state
gladiis pugndtum est, the battle was fought with swords
litteris certior fiébat, he was informed by (means of) dispatches

But means may also be expressed by per + accusative: consuluisti mé per litteras,
you consulted me by letter.

2. The ablative is used with verbs and adjectives of filling, abounding, etc.
Deus bonis omnibus explévit mundum, God has filled the world with all good things
opimus praedd, rich with spoils
vita pléna et conferta voluptdtibus, a life filled and crowded with delights

3. The deponents itor, fruor, fungor, potior, vescor (with their compounds)

govern the ablative.
Potior sometimes takes the genitive, as in potiri rérum, to be master of affairs.

4. Opus est and usus est (impersonal expressions) take an ablative of the thing

needed.
magistratibus opus est, there is need of magistrates
nunc viribus tisus est, now there is need of strength
But the ablative with ssus is rare in classical prose.
Opus is often used as a predicate, with the thing needed in the nominative as subject.
dux nobis opus est, we need a leader

B. Ablative of Manner (ablativus modi)
1. The manner in which an action is performed is expressed by the ablative,
with cum if no adjective is present. If an adjective modifies the noun, cum

is optional but, if used, is placed between adjective and noun.
cum celeritate véenit, he came with speed
magnd celeritdte vénit, he came with great speed
magna cum celeritate vénit, he came with great speed
2. Certain words regularly take the ablative without preposition, having the

force practically of adverbs:

cast, by chance irire, rightly
consilio, by design iniarid, unjustly
consulto, deliberately silentio, silently
forte, by chance vi, by force

fraude, deceitfully



E. Ablative of Quality (Descriptive Ablative)

1. Quality may be denoted by the ablative + adjective or genitive modifier.
animé meliore sunt gladiatorés, the gladiators are of a better mind
vir summo ingenié, a man of the greatest genius
mulier eximid pulchritidiné, a woman of rare beauty

2. Physical qualities are often denoted by this use of the ablative.
capillo sunt promisso, they have long hair
ut capite operto sit, to have his head covered

F. Ablative of Price, Value, or Penalty (ablativus pretii)

1. The definite price of an cbject is put in the ablative.
agrum véndidit séstertium sex milibus, he sold the land for 6,000 sesterces
2. An indefinite price may be expressed by the ablative.
magné émerat, he had bought at a high price
nén nihilo aestimandum, not to be reckoned as worthless
parvé pretio redémpta, bought at a low price
The genitive is also often used in this construction.
3. With verbs of exchanging, either the thing obtained or the thing given may
be in the ablative.
fidem suam peciinia commiitat, he barters his faith for money
exsilium patrid séde mitavit, he exchanged his native land for exile
4. Verbs of punishing or fining may take the ablative.
capite punirétur, he is punished with death
multatos agris, mulcted of their fields.
Verbs of condemning regularly take a Genitive of Penalty (e.g., capitis damnare),
but occasionally the ablative, especially with capite.

G. Ablative of Specification (ablativus limitationis)

1. The ablative is used to denote that in respect to which anything is or is done.
virtiite praecédunt, they excel in courage
claudus alteré pede, lame in one foot
maior ndti, older
paulum aetdte progressus, somewhat advanced in age
2. Similar is the use of the ablative to express that in accordance with which
anything is or is done.
meg¢ itire, with perfect right
med sententid, in my opinion
3. The adjectives dignus and indignus take the ablative.
supplicio dignus, worthy of punishment
indigna homine libero, unworthy of a free man
The gentive is sometimes seen in poetry and colloquial usage.
(CE. TILD.3).



2. The following Locative Ablatives are used by Cicero without a preposition:
dextra, on the right
laeva, sinistra, on the left
corpore, on or in the body
animo, animis, in mind (but in animé with est and habed)
memorid, in or within the memory
lingua, in the language
nomine, under the name
specié, under the pretext
lége, condicioné, under the condition

C. Ablative of Time at or within Which (ablativus temporis)
1. The Time at or within Which anything is or is done is usually expressed by
the ablative without preposition
dié septimé pervenit, he arrives on the seventh day
superiore aestate cognoverat, he had learned the previous summer
2. In is reguarly used:
» To denote a time of life (unless accompanied by a modifer):
in pueritia, in boyhood
But: extrémad pueritia, at the end of boyhood
« To denote an office held (unless accompanied by a numeral):
in consulatii nostré, in my consulship
But: qudrto consulati, in his fourth consulship
= To express situation:
in tali tempore, in such a state of affairs
in civili bello, in a civil war
But: secundoé Piinicé bells, in the second Punic War
» With a numeral:
ter in annd, three times in a year

D. Locative Ablative with Certain Verbs and Adjectives
1. Fido and confido may take the ablative.
multum natird loci confidébant, they had great confidence in the nature of the country
Fidé and confido also take the Dative, regularly of a person in Cicero.
Diffido takes the Dative in Cicero, both Dative and Ablative in later writers.
2. Nitor, rely, sto, consto, abide by, take an ablative, typically without in.
3. Contentus, dignus, indignus (cf. 11.G.3), frétus, and laetus take an ablative.
contenus hdc iniquitate non fuit, he was not content with this iniquity
cognitione dignum, worthy of acquaintance
indigna homine libero, unworthy of a free man
frétus grdtia Bruti, relying on the favor of Brutus
laetus praeda, rejoicing in the booty



