
The Perfect Tenses 
 
The tenses of the perfect system (perfect, pluperfect & future perfect) are all formed off the 
perfect stem, obtained from the third principal part of the verb. Note the regular principal 
parts for 1st and 2d conjugation verbs: vocö, -äre, -ävï, -ätum and dëbeö, -ëre, -uï, -itum. 
 
I. ACTIVE VOICE 
 
Add to the perfect stem the following endings: 
 
        Perfect     Pluperfect          Future Perfect 
 -ï -imus  -eram  -erämus  -erö  -erimus 
 -istï -istis  -eräs  -erätis   -eris  -eritis 
 -it -ërunt  -erat  -erant   -erit  -erint 
 
vocävï vocävimus  vocäveram vocäverämus  vocäverö  vocäverimus 
vocävistï vocävistis vocäveräs vocäverätis  vocäveris vocäveritis 
vocävit vocävërunt vocäverat vocäverant  vocäverit vocäverint 
 
debuï debuimus debueram debuerämus  debuerö  debuerimus 
debuistï debuistis debueräs debuerätis  debueris  debueritis 
debuit debuërunt debuerat debuerant  debuerit  debuerint 
 
The perfect system for the passive voice (perfect, pluperfect and future perfect) is formed by 
adding a form of esse to the perfect passive participle (the 4th principal part). The perfect 
passive participle (always nominative) will agree with its subject in number and gender. 
 
Learn the third principal parts of the following verbs: 
 
sum, esse, fuï, futurum, to be   iubeö, -ere, iussï, iussum, to order 
dö, däre, dedï, datum, to give   maneö, -ëre, mansï, mansum, to remain 
iuvö, -äre, iuvï, iutum, to help  moveö, -ëre, mövï, mötum, to move 
stö, stäre, stetï, statum, to stand  pendeö, -ëre, pependï, pënsum, to hang 
vïvo, -ere, vïxï, victum, to live  respondeö, -ëre, respondï, responsum, to reply 
sedeö, -ëre, sëdï, sessum, to sit  tendö, -ere, tetendï, tentum (-sum), to extend  
veniö, -ïre, vënï, ventum, to come  videö, -ëre, vïdï, vïsum, to see 
 
Note the perfect tenses of sum, esse, fui: 
 

fui fuimus  fueram fueramus  fuero fuerimus 
fuisti fuistis  fueras fueratis   fueris fueritis 
fuit fuerunt  fuerat fuerant   fuerit fuerint 



II. Passive Voice: 
 
Perfect Passive (I was loved . . . ): present tense of esse + the perfect passive participle: 
 

amatus sum 
amatus es 
amatus est 
amatï sumus 
amatï estis 
amatï sunt 

doctus sum 
doctus es 
doctus est 
doctï sumus 
doctï estis 
doctï sunt 

missus sum 
missus es 
missus est 
missï sumus 
missï estis 
missï sunt 

captus sum 
captus es 
captus est 
captï sumus 
captï estis 
captï sunt 

audïtus sum 
audïtus es 
audïtus est 
audïtï sumus 
audïtï estis 
audïtï sunt 

 
Pluperfect Passive (I had been loved . . . ): imperfect tense of esse + the perfect passive participle: 
 

amatus eram 
amatus eras 
amatus erat 
amatï erämus 
amatï erätis 
amatï erant 

doctus eram 
doctus eras 
doctus erat 
doctï erämus 
doctï erätis 
doctï erant 

missus eram 
missus eras 
missus erat 
missï erämus 
missï erätis 
missï erant 

captus eram 
captus eras 
captus erat 
captï erämus 
captï erätis 
captï erant 

audïtus eram 
audïtus eras 
audïtus erat 
audïtï erämus 
audïtï erätis 
audïtï erant 

 
Future Passive (I will have been loved . . . ): future tense of esse + the perfect passive participle: 
 

amatus ero 
amatus eris 
amatus erit 
amatï erimus 
amatï eritis 
amatï erunt 

doctus ero 
doctus eris 
doctus erit 
doctï erimus 
doctï eritis 
doctï erunt 

missus ero 
missus eris 
missus erit 
missï erimus 
missï eritis 
missï erunt 

captus ero 
captus eris 
captus erit 
captï erimus 
captï eritis 
captï erunt 

audïtus ero 
audïtus eris 
audïtus erit 
audïtï erimus 
audïtï eritis 
audïtï erunt 

 
The perfect passive participle will agree with its subject in number and gender: 
 

Vir ab agricolä in casam ductus est. The man was led into the house by the farmer. 
Virgö a virö in casam ducta est. The maiden was led into the house by the man. 
Animal ä puerö in casam ductum est. The animal was led into the house by the boy. 
 

Infinitive of the Perfect Tense: 
 

The perfect active infinitive is formed by adding –isse to the perfect stem: 
  amavisse, to have loved docuisse, to have taught posuisse, to have placed 
 

The perfect passive infinitive is formed with esse + the perfect passive participle: 
  amatus esse, to have been loved auditus esse, to have been heard 


