THIRD DECLENSION NOUNS

1) Masculine and feminine third declension nouns are declined alike:

Masculine Feminine
Nom. pater patres VOX vOCes
Gen. patris patrum vOcis  vocum
Dat. patr? patribus vocT  voOcibus
Acc. patrem  patrés vOcem  vOCes
Abl. patre patribus voce  vocibus

Third declension nouns have a variety of nominative endings, but the
genitive singular always ends in -is.

2) Neuter nouns differ only in the accusative singular and nominative
and accusative plural.

Neuter
Nom. nomen nomina
Gen. nominis  nominum
Dat. nomini nominibus
Acc. nomen nomina
ADl. nomine nominibus

3. I-Stems of the Third Declension:

Masculine & Feminine Neuter
Nom. nox noctes mare  maria
Gen. noctis noctium maris marium
Dat. noct? noctibus mari  maribus
Acc. noctem noctes mare  maria
ADl. nocte noctibus mari  maribus

"Masculine and feminine I-Stems carry the distinctive i in the genitive plural.
‘Neuter I-Stems carry the i in the ablative singular, the nominative, and genitive
accusative plural.



I-Stems can be recognized by the following general rules:

1) Parisyllabic nouns (having the same number of syllables in nominative

and genitive singular) with the following exceptions:
“Pater, mater, frater, senex, iuvenis, canis have the genitive plural in -um.
-Sedes (seat), mensis (month), vates (bard) appear with both -um and -ium

2) Monosyllabic nouns (having one syllable in the nominative singular)
with two consonants before the -is of the genitive singlular. (pars,
partis, partium).

3) Neuter nouns in -e, -al, -ar (animal, animalis, animalium) decline like
mare.
Some Common I-Stem Nouns:

ctvis, ctvis, civium (m.&f.) citizen mors, mortis, mortium (f.) death

hostis, hostis, hostium (m.) enemy pars, partis, partium (f.) part, share

navis, navis, navium (f.) ship urbs, urbis, urbium (f.) city

finis, finis, finium (f.) end; nox, noctis, noctium (f.) night
pl.boundaries, territory arx, arcis, arcium (f.) citadel

clades, cladis, cladium (f.) defeat mare, maris, marium (n.) sea

moales, molis, molium (f.) mass, structure  animal, animalis, animalium (n.) animal
ars, artis, artium (f.) art, skill exemplar, exemplaris, exemplarium (n.) copy
dens, dentis, dentium (m.) tooth

Pure I-Stems show the -i not only in the genitive plural, but also in the accusative
singular, ablative singular, and often in the accusative plural:

Thus:  turris (f.) tower uls (f.) force, power

febris (f.) fever
turris  turres Tiberis (m.) Tiber
turris  turrium puppis (£.) stern (of a ship)
turri  turribus pelvis (f.) basin,
turrim  turris (or -€s) seciiris (f.) axe
turri  turribus tussis (f.) cough

sitis (f.) thirst
restis (f.) rope



