THIRD CONJUGATION VERBS

Third Conjugation Verbs have the infinitive ending in -ere. (Note the difference from
the -ére of the 2d conjugation).

1. The Present tense has the characteristic vowel -i:

-0 -imus Thus: ducd ducimus
-is -itis ducis ducitis
-it -unt ducit ducunt

Note that the characteristic vowel -i- of the third conjugation in the present tense
changes to -unt in the 3rd person plural.

2. The Imperfect tense is completely regular (with the short -e- of the infinitive
lengthening to -&- before the characteristic -ba- ending):

ducébam ducébamus
ducébas duceébatis
ducebat ducébant

3. The Future tense differs significantly from what we have seen in the first and second
conjugations. There the characteristic symbol was -bi-, inserted before the personal
ending. For the Third Conjugation the characteristic vowel is -e- (with -am in the first
personal singular):

ducam ducémus
duceés ducétis
ducet ducent

4. The Perfect tenses (Perfect, Pluperfect and Future Perfect) form regularly from the
the Perfect Stem (the third principal part of the verb). The Perfect Stem, however, shows
many variations. Note the following:

bibo, ere, bibi, to drink mitto, ere, misi, missum, to send

cado, ere, cecidi, casum, to fall parco, ere perperci, parsum, to spare
caedo, ere cecidi, caesum, to cut, kill pello, ere, pepuli, pulsum, to drive
cedo, ere, cessi, cessum, fo go peto, ere, petivi, petitum, to seek, ask
claudo, ere, clausi, clausum, to close pono, ere, posui, positum, to put
Crésco, ere, crévi, crétum, to grow quaerd, ere, quaesivi, quaesitum, fo seek, ask
curro, ere, cucurri, cursum, to run quaeso, ere, quaesivi, to beg, ask
desisto, ere, -stiti, -stitum, fo desist, stop relinquo, ere, reliqui, relictum, to leave
dico, ere, dixi, dictum, to say, speak tango, ere, tetigi, tactum, fo touch
daco, ere, duxi, ductum, to lead tendo, ere, tetendi, tensum, fo stretch
fallo, ere, fefelli, falsum, to deceive traho, ere, traxi, tractum, to draw, drag

lego, ere, legi, lectum, to read; choose ... and many others



5. Third -io verbs: Some 3rd conjugation verbs end in -io in the 1st pers. sing., present
tense. They show -iunt in the 3rd pers. pl., present tense. The -i- also appears
throughout the imperfect and the future tenses. The perfect tenses are regular, formed
from the stem of the third principal part. Note the paradigm for facio, facere, feci,
factum, to make, do:

Present Imperfect Future Perfect Pluperfect Future Perfect
facio faciebam faciam fect feceram fecero

facis faciebas facies fecisti feceras feceris

facit faciebat faciet fecit fecerat fecerit
facimus faciebamus faciemus fecimus feceramus fécerimus
facitis faciebatis facietis fecistis feceratis feceritis
faciunt faciebant facient fecerunt fecerant fecerint

Note the following common third conjugation -io verbs:

allicio, allicere, allexi, allectus, to attract, entice
aspicio, aspicere, aspexi, aspectus, to look at, behold*
capio, capere cépi, captus, to seize, capture

cupio, cupere, cupivi, cupitus, to long for, covet
facio, facere, feci, factus, to do, make

fodio, fodere, fodi, fossus, to dig (out)

tugio, fugere, fagi, fugitus, to flee, run away
gradior, gradi, gressus sum, to walk, go, advance™*
iacio, iacere, iéci, iactus, to throw™**

morior, mori, mortuus sum, to die

pario, parere, peperi, partus, to give birth to

patior, pati, passus sum, to suffer, to undergo
quatio, quatere, —, quassus, to shake

rapio, rapere, rapui, raptum, fo seize, snatch

sapio, sapere, sapivi, —, to have sense, to be wise; to taste of

*specio (not in use in classical Latin) gave rise to: aspicio, circumspcio, dispicio, conspico,

Inspicio, respicio, prospicio.

e . o ,
gradior is in use, but its compounds are more common: aggredior, circumgredior,

congredior, digredior, egredior, ingredior, progredior, regredior.

“**the compounds of iacio are many: abicio, adicio, conicio, deicio, eicio, inicio, obicio, proicio
reicio, traicio.



